Neglected Tropical Diseases: Molecular Diagnosis,
Comparative Genomics and Phylogenetics

PROGRAM

Neglected Tropical Diseases: Molecular Diagnosis, Comparative Genomics, and Phylogenetics

4—6 August 2026 : Joint Research and Development Centre (JRDC),
University of Peradeniya

Time Day 1 (4™ August 2026)
07:30 am Registration
08:15 am Arrival of the Chief Guest
08:30 am Traditional Lighting of the Oil Lamp
08:40 am Welcome Address by Dr. A. W. Kalupahana
Dean, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science
08:50 am Address by the Chief Guest, Prof. Terrence Madhujith
Vice Chancellor, University of Peradeniya
09:00 am Traditional Dance Performance
09:10 am Keynote Address by Prof. Udeni B. R. Balasuriya
Professor of Virology and Robert & Julia Simmons Endowed Professor of Infectious Diseases,
Department of Pathobiological Sciences, School of Veterinary Medicine,
Louisiana State University
09:40 am Vote of Thanks by the Principal Organizer, Dr. Dulari S. Thilakarathne
Senior Lecturer, Department of Pathobiology
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science
09:45 am Group Photograph
10:00 am Tea and Refreshments
10.00-10.15 TEA/COFEE BREAK
Plenary Lecture by Prof. Malcolm Jones
10.15-10 45 Title: New Insights into the Diagnostics and Pathology of Schistosome Parasites in Humans and
) ) Animals
Plenary Lecture by Dr. Hans-Peter Fiihrer
10.45-11.15  Title: Advances in Molecular Diagnosis of Zoonotic Filariasis
11.15-12.15 Identifying Diagnostic Motifs & Designing Primers/Probes by Dr. Fiihrer Hans-Peter
12.15-13.15 LUNCH BREAK
13.15-15.15  Selection of DNA Extraction Methods and PCR Techniques by Dr. Fiihrer Hans-Peter
15.15-15.30 TEA/COFEE BREAK
15.30-17.00  Practical Session DNA extraction, Dye-based PCR & Analysis by Dr. Fiihrer Hans-Peter
Time Day 2 (5™ August 2026)
08.00-09.00 PCR Troubleshooting Strategies by Dr. Fiihrer Hans-Peter
Digital PCR in Diagnostics and Research: Principles, Applications, and Emerging Opportunities
09.00-10.00 . -
by Prof. Udeni Balasuriya
10.15-10.30 TEA/COFEE BREAK
10.00-12.15 Sequencing Approaches & Data Analysis by Prof. Malcolm Jones
12.15-13.15 LUNCH BREAK
13.15-15.15 Phylogenetic & Evolutionary Analysis by Prof. Malcolm Jones
15.15-15.30 TEA/COFEE BREAK
15.30-17.00  Practical Session Probe-based qPCR & Analysis by Prof. Malcolm Jones
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Time Day 3 (6™ August 2026)

08.00-10.00 Multiplex PCR, Tetra-ARMS PCR and its Applications by Prof. Gurpreet Kaur

10.15-10.30 TEA/COFEE BREAK

10.00-12.15 Practical Session (Tetra-ARMS PCR) by Prof. Gurpreet Kaur

12.15-13.15 LUNCH BREAK

13.15-14.15 Submitting Sequences to GenBank: Principles, Best Practices, and Common Pitfalls by Prof.

' ’ Udeni Balasuriya

Plenary Lecture by Prof. Sam Kularatne

14.15-14.45 Title: Neglected Tropical Diseases in Sri Lanka: An Overview
Plenary Lecture by Prof. Shalindra Ranasinghe

14.45-15.15 Title: An Overview of Leishmaniasis in Sri Lanka

15.15-15.30 TEA/COFEE BREAK
E-poster presentations, Discussion & Closing Ceremony
Dr. Maruthi Mulaka (India)
Phenolic Acid 3-O-p-Coumaroylquinic from Phlogacanthus thyrsiformis Exerts Dual Subcellular
Antimalarial Targets on Plasmodium falciparum Erythrocytic Stages
Mr. Muhammad Hammad (Pakistan)
Comparative Genomic Profiling and Diagnostic Target Identification of Brucella spp. for
Enhanced Molecular Surveillance of Zoonotic Brucellosis
Dr. Nazmoon Nisa Mim (Bangladesh)
Assessment of the Antiviral Potentials of Valproic Acid, Mefloquine, and Methyl Gallate in Denv
infected Human Monocyte-Derived Macrophages
Dr. Shuhaila Mat-Sharani (Malaysia)
Molecular Epidemiology and Phylogenetic Analysis of Zoonotic Tuberculosis in Endemic Regions
Dr. Mehru Nisha (Malaysia)

15.15-17.00  Molecular Screening of Albendazole Resistance in Soil-Transmitted Helminths (STHs)

Ms. Ishani Piyumika Nambuge (University of Uva Wellassa, Sri Lanka)

Molecular Investigation into Mites Infesting Humans

Dr. Henda Marakkala Hasith Jayasanka De Silva (University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka)
Molecular Characterization of Soilborne Zoonotic Helminths in Companion Animals

Ms. Kurrathul lyne Fazil (International College of Business and Technology, Sri Lanka)
Molecular Surveillance of Tick-Borne Zoonotic Pathogens in Wildlife

Mr. Milan Rathnayake (University of Colombo, Sri Lanka)

Species-Specific PCR Assay for Accurate Detection of Emerging Resistant Dermatophytes
Causing Tinea Infections

Ms. Maheshi Thilakarathna (University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka)

Exploring Genetic Diversity of Mycobacterium leprae in Sri Lanka: A Preliminary RLEP-Based
Molecular Study
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