
 
 
 

Program 
 

Sponsors: Instituto Butantan/Fundação Butantan, Fapesp, CAPES and ICGEB 
 

Monday (August 3, 2026): 
8:00-8:10 Welcome words (M Carolina Elias, Ariel Silber, Sergio Schenkman) 
8:10-9:00 Openning Conference: The Evolution of Brazil’s Research and 

Development Sector (Eduardo de Araujo, CEO da Loccus do Brasil 
Ltda). 

Biology  of Trypanosomatids 
9:00-09:50 The Biology of tripanosomatids.  

Ulrike Kemmerling (University of Chile).  
09:50 – 10:10 Coffe 
10:10-11:00  Mechanisms of cellular invasion 

Adriana Parodi (Universidad de La República, Uruguai) 
11:00 – 11:50. Adaptation of trypanosomatids to their hosts 

Sergio Schenkman (Universidade Federal de São Paulo).  
12:00 – 13:30 Lunch 
Basic Science Session 
13:30-14:20 Signal Transduction 

Guillermo Alonso (INGEBI – Argentina) 
14:20 -15:10.     Genomic organization 

Carlos Robello (Instituto Pasteur, Uruguai) 
15:10-15:30 Coffee 
15:30-16:20 Chromatin structure during the life and cell cycle 

Julia Cunha (Instituto Butantan) 
16:20 – 17:00.  How Trypanosoma cruzi handles with DNA damage? 

Carlos Renato Machado (Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais)  
 
 
Tuesday (August 4, 2026): 
Basic Science Session 
9:00-9:50 The peculiar transcription process in trypanosomatids 

Esteban Serra (Facultad de Bioquímica – Universidad Nacional de 
Rosario, Argentina) 

9:50-10:40 Post-transcription gene expression 
Andrea Ávila (Instituto Carlos Chagas, FioCruz, Curitiba) 

10:40-11:00 Coffe 
11:00-11:50 Molecular bases of the drug resistance 

Omar Triana-Chávez (University of Antioquia, Colombia) 
11:50 – 12:40. Bioecology of vector transmission of Trypanosoma cruzi by triatomine 

insects 
Alessandra Guarnieri (Instituto René Rachou, FIOCRUZ, Belo 
Horizonte)  

12:40 – 14:00. Lunch 
Applied Science Session 



14:00-17:00 – Drug Development 
Genetic tools for the identification and validation of therapeutic targets in 

trypanosomatids 
Janaina de Freitas Nascimento (Instituto de Química, USP) 

Optimization of compounds to meet drug-like requirements 
Andre Tempone (Instituto Butantan)  

 
 
Wednesday (August 5, 2026): 
 
Advanced Technologies Session 
8:00 – 10:00.    Methods for structural analysis of macromolecules 

Otavio Thiemman (Instituto de Física,USP, São Carlos) 
10:00-11:00 Bioinformatic methods for high-scale analysis 

Fernando Álvarez-Valin (Universidad de La Republica, Uruguai) 
11:00-11:20 Coffe 
11:20 – 12:20.   Molecular Karyotyping Methods and Applications 
 Gonzalo Greif (Instituto Pasteur de Montvideo) 
12:30-14:00 Lunch 
 
Applied Science Session 
14:00-17:00 Vaccine Development  
14:00 Host response in the vaccine context 
Christian Castillo Rivas (Universidad del Chile) 
14:50 Karina Gómez (Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Técnicas, 
CONICET, y del Instituto de Ingeniería Genética y Biología Molecular Biology, INGEBI, 
Argentina) 
15:40 Coffe 
16:10 Vaccines platafforms – what we know (so far) for trypanosomatids 
Silvia Boscardin (ICB, USP)  
 
Thursday (August 6, 2026)): 
9:00 – 12:00 
Research and Development – challenges and opportunities 
Lucio Gama (Instituto Butantan)  
Maria G Sanchez (PAHO) 
Kelton Tawer (Brazilian MoH) 
 
Applied Science Session: Clinical Trials 
14:00 Fundamentals of Clinical Trials 
Dr Caroline de Almeida Curimbaba  
 
14:50 Chagas Disease Clinical Trials 
Dr. Fabio De Rose Ghilardi (Instituto Butantan)  
 
15:40 Coffee 
 
16:10 Clinical Studies for Diagnostic Test Development 
Alejandro Schijman (Instituto de Investigaciones en Ingeniería Genética y Biología 

Molecular “Dr. Héctor Torres”, Argentina) 



Friday (August 7, 2026)): 
Symposium Session 
 
9:00 Welcome words (M Carolina Elias, Ariel Silber, Sergio Schenkman)  
 
9:20 Openning Conference 
Vaccine Innovation against Trypanosoma cruzi 
Santuza Teixeira (UFMG) 
 
10:00 – 11:15 STRATEGIC PANEL: SCIENTIFIC FRONTIERS 
AND PRIORITY GAPS FOR THE NEXT DECADE 
Chair: Norbel Galanti 
 
Esper Kallas (Instituto Butantan) 
André Tempone (Instituto Butantan) 
Santuza Teixeira (UFMG) 
 
11:15: Coffee 
 
11:40 – 12:30 The Frontier of Knowledge in Chagas Disease: Unraveling Biological 
Complexity 
 
Genetically determined cytokine-induced mitochondrial dysfunction: 
a key pathophysiological mechanism and therapeutic target in Chagas disease 
cardiomyopathy 
Edecio Cunha Neto (FM/USP) 
 
Vertical Transmission of Chagas Disease 
Ulriche Kemmerling (Universidade do Chile) 
 
14:00- 15:40 ROUNDTABLE: ADAPTATION IN PARASITES AND VECTORS  
 
Molecular karyotype of Trypanosoma cruzi: from chromosomal architecture to nuclear 
organization. Carlos Robello (Instituto Pasteur, Uruguai)  
 
Parasite–Vector Interaction from the Perspective of Environmental Changes Alessandra 
Guarneri (Fiocruz – Minas Gerais)  
 
Transcription-associated DNA repair in trypanosomatids: from genomic stability to the 
generation of variability. Carlos Renato Machado (UFMG) 
 
15:40- 16:30 
Discussions and closing remarks 


