
MCU_5June25 

 
 

Programme 
 
Wednesday June 11th 
 
8.30 Registration 1st Floor C1 Building AREA 

Science Park 
 

09.00 Welcome address Lawrence Banks, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 
 

09.05 Alessandro Garbellini, 
MAECI, Rome, Italy 

 

  Roberto Mengoni, MAECI, 
Rome, Italy 

 

9.35 Memories of ICGEB early days Oscar Burrone, ICGEB 
Emeritus 

 

9.50 From Problems to Possibilities: The Science of Need-Driven 
Innovation 

Sanjay Singh, GENNOVA, 
Pune, India 

 

10.20 Group Photo and coffee break  
   

Session 1 
Cancer 

Moderators: Himanshi Choudhary and Andrea Parlante  
 

11.10 miR-30d inhibition activates the cGAS/STING/IFN-I pathway 
stimulating an innate immune response via LATS2/YAP axis in 
breast cancer 

Suvarna Chatterjee, 
ICGEB, Trieste, Italy 

 

11.25 Metabolic and Molecular Characterization of Hepatocellular 
Carcinoma in the Sub-Saharan African Population: Towards 
Biomarker Discovery and Early Detection 

Dalia Hussein, Modern 
Science and Arts University, 
Cairo, Egypt 

 

11.40 Richter Syndrome-Associated Genetic Lesions in TP53 and the 
Cell Cycle Inhibitors CDKN2A and CDKN2B Induce Transformation 
of a CD5+ B Cell Subset Characterized by a Restricted IGHV 
Repertoire, Autoreactivity and BCR Dependence 

Claudio Martines, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

11.55 Autophagy supports oncogenic signalling during brain tumour 
development 

Noor Gammoh, University of 
Edinburgh, UK 

 

12.10 Cutting-Edge Strategies in Gynecologic Disease Detection and 
Prognosis: A Biomedical Engineering Approach 

Kazunori Nagasaka, 
Teikyo University, Japan 

 

12.25 Block one, unleash a hundred. The signaling modulator DAB2IP as 
a target of post- transcriptional inactivation in cancer 

Licio Collavin, University of 
Trieste, Italy 

 

12.40 At the crossroad between metabolism and epigenetics: how  
acetyl-CoA impacts cell plasticity in health and disease 

Alessandro Carrer, 
University of Padua, Italy 

 

13.00 Lunch  
   



Session 2 
Diseases and Therapies (i) 

Moderators: Sharad Saxena and Luca Zangrando 
 

14.30 Lipid nanoparticle-mediated delivery of mRNA to 
hepatocytes: potential application for treating severe neonatal 
hyperbilirubinemia and ornithine transcarbamylase deficiency 

Anantha Padmanabhan, 
ICGEB, Trieste, Italy 

 

14.45 Evaluation of the effect of Hyptis verticillata ethanol leaf extract in 
letrozole and high fat diet induced polycystic ovarian syndrome 
Wistar rats 

Catherine Ironya-Ogar 
Ukam, University of Calabar, 
Nigeria 

 

15.00 Mechanisms preventing cancer growth in the heart Mauricio Budini, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

15.15 Diving into the pathogenic mechanisms underlying ALS and FTD: a 
Molecular Pathology story 

Francesca Paron, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

15.30 Long interspersed nuclear element (LINE) transcripts function as 
regulatory long non-coding RNAs 

Stefano Gustincic, Italian 
Institute of Technology, 
Genova, Italy 

 

15.45 Pro-regenerative miRNA-Based Therapies for Idiopathic Pulmonary 
Fibrosis 

Luca Braga, ICGEB, Trieste, 
Italy 

 

16.00 Alumni Outreach Suzanne Kerbavcic, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

16.05 Poster session with aperitif  
   
Thursday June 12th 
 

Session 3 
Virology 

Moderators: Chiara Kalebić and Aprajita Sinha 
 

09.00 Metabolic profiling, associated bacterial communities and anti-viral 
activity of Mauritian soft coral extracts 

Deeya Jahajeeah, University of 
Mauritius, Reduit, Mauritius 

 

09.15 HPV-16 E7 interacts with Vangl-dependent Wnt/ planar cell polarity 
regulator to mediate collective migration of cervical cancer cells 

Ifeoluwa Gbala, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

9.30 The nuclear landscape of HIV-1 integration and infection Marina Lusic, Heidelberg 
University, Germany 

 

9.45 From Lab to Impact: Host-Targeted Therapeutics Against Emerging 
RNA Viruses 

Hashim Ali, University 
College London, UK 

 

10.00 Contribution of APOBEC3 proteins to the oncogenicity of HPV 
viruses 

Martina Bergant Marušič, 
University of Nova Gorica, 
Slovenia 

 

10.15 Human papillomavirus – know the microscopic enemy to win the 
game 

Siaw Shi Boon, The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong 
China 

 

10.30 Coffee Break  
   

Session 4 
Disease and Therapies (ii) 

Moderators: Anantha Padmanabhan Sanalkumar Prameela Kumar and Rossella Cannilla 
   
11.00 Triple Artemisinin-based Combination Therapies as first-line 

treatment for uncomplicated Plasmodium falciparum malaria? 
Chanaki Amaratunga, 
Mahidol Oxford Tropical 
Medicine Research, Thailand 

 

11.15 Molecular regulation of cardiac proliferation Francesca Bortolotti, 
ICGEB, Trieste, Italy 

 

11.30 Chromatin Architecture and Gene Regulation by Actin and Myosin in 
Health and Disease 

Piergiorgio Percipalle, New 
York University, Abu Dhabi, 
UAE 

 



11.45 The Role of Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor Receptor-1 
(VEGFR-1) in Heart Revascularisation 

Yoseph Amare, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

12.00 Dissection of ovarian cancer stemness and therapy resistance by 
functional genomics 

Andrea Parlante, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

12.15 Structure, Motion, and a Life in Between  Alfredo De Biasio, King 
Abdullah University of Science 
and Technology (KAUST), 
Saudi Arabia 

 

12.30 Perturbation of the circadian clock as a driver of chronic liver disease Atish Mukherji, Inserm, 
University of Strasbourg, 
France 

 

12.45 Investigating the molecular mechanism of the developmentally 
regulated mutually exclusive splicing of voltage gated sodium 
channels exon 5 therapeutic implications 

Mohammed Khiat, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

13.00 Lunch Break  
   

 
Session 5 

Global Health 
Moderators: Mohammed Khiat and Yara Mahatma 

   
14.00 Capacity Building for Vaccine Production in Colombia: Challenges 

and Opportunities 
Zulma Rocío Suárez 
Moreno, VECOL S.A. 
Bogotá, Colombia 

 

14.15 Peptide-based hydrogels for Trastuzumab delivery Suzana Aulic, 
ICGEB, Trieste, Italy 

 

14.30 Pandemic preparedness: Multi-centric cooperation to build 
diagnostic capacity in sub-Saharan Africa - the EXPANDIA Project 

Muris Hodzic and Ursa 
Susnjar Hribar, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

15.00 Revolutionizing Biomedical Applications with Electrospun 
Nanofibers 

Samar Salim, The British 
University in Egypt Cairo, 
Egypt 

 

15.15 Local manufacturing to accelerate biotechnology research and 
innovation in the global South 

Jenny Molloy, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

15.30 Coffee break  
   

 
Session 6 

Immunology and Diseases 
Moderators: Kirti Shila Sonkar and Giulia Canarutto 

   
16.00 Unravelling the spatial and transcriptional evolution of cDC1 during 

lung cancer progression 
Federica Benvenuti, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

16.15 Impact of asymptomatic co-infections on host mucosal immunology 
and HIV-1 transmission 

Nyaradzo Chigorimbo-
Tsikiwa, ICGEB Cape Town, 
South Africa 

 

16.30 CD4 T memory stem cells in the context of HIV infection Lara Manganaro, INGM and 
University of Milan, Italy 

 

16.45 Human Immune Responses to Dengue Virus Infections: Bridging 
Knowledge Gaps and Exploring Immunotherapeutic Solutions 

Anmol Chandele, ICGEB, 
New Delhi, India 

 

17.00 Modeling cholangiocarcinoma development using biliary organoids Suresh Velnati,ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

17.15 End of session  
 

18.00 ICGEB Symposium Party (C1 building)  
   
   
   



   
Friday June 13th 
 

Session 7 
Alternative Careers 

Moderators: Ifeoluwa Gbala and Stephane Wapouo Fadanka 
   
09.00 From the PhD to the Startup Bruna Marini, Ulisse Biomed 

and Carpe Diem, Trieste, Italy 
 

09.15 From RNA to Pharma and back: career opportunities beyond 
academia 

Andrea D’Ambrogio, 
Roche, Siena, Italy 

 

09.30 Leaving the Bench, Keeping the Science: A Career in Patent Law Nina Volf, De Simone & 
Partners, Rome, Italy 

 

09.45 “From bench to bench side” A scientific path through the author, the 
editor, the publisher and the funder perspectives 

Laura Galbiati, Fondazione 
AIRC Milan, Italy 

 

10.00 Coffee Break  
   

Session 8 
Plant Biotechnology 

Moderators: Kominist Asmamaw Anley and Nesrine Zereg 
   
10.45 Assessment and analysis of wheat Take-All in England Paidamoyo Mataranyika, 

Imperial College London, UK 
 

11.00 From Molecules to Agriculture to Social Impact: How Basic Science 
Feeds the Applied Science Pipeline 

Ajay Kohli, International Rice 
Research Institute, Los 
Banos, Philippines 

 

11.15 The Role of the Plant Microbiome in Improving the Subsistence 
Farming System in Mozambique: A  Case Study on Sorghum 

Valter Nuaila, CNBB, Maputo, 
Mozambique 

 

11.30 Regulation of quorum sensing in phytopathogenic Pseudomonas 
fuscovaginae 

Nemanja Ristović, ICGEB, 
Trieste, Italy 

 

11.45 Conclusions  
   

 

 
 


