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Project description 

Even though biopesticides have great potential for inclusion in integrated pest management 

programmes, most academic courses in Nigeria have no training programmes on biopesticide 

regulation. While most Nigerian universities teach pest management practices and crop 

protection techniques, issues of relevance to biopesticide use, application and regulation are not 

included. Besides insufficient training opportunities, many research programmes have for the last 

three decades focused largely on identifying and developing biopesticides, with little attention 

given to the regulatory nuances which tend to impede commercialisation. There is therefore 

significant disparity between the impact of biopesticides in the pest control industry and the 

amount of funding that has gone into biopesticide research. 

  

In Nigeria and Africa at large, the lack of clear policies on biopesticide use has deterred 

smallholder farmers by causing them to lose faith in the efficacy or authenticity of a product. Lack 

of sufficient information on new products has also reduced acceptability among farmers. Lack of 

skilled personnel adversely affects the human resource capacity needed to take biopesticide 

regulation to the next level. Lack of synergy between academia, industry and the government has 

also slowed down the growth, availability and acceptability of biopesticides. Another limiting 

factor in biopesticide regulation is the high cost of producing and procuring new biopesticide 

products due to limited industrial capacity, thus making it difficult for biopesticides to compete 

favourably with their synthetic counterparts.  

 

This project, which is being conducted by Dr. Okonkwo Chibuzor Onyinye, seeks to evaluate the 

current situation in biopesticide development and regulation in Nigeria and suggest ways of 

improving it through contributing towards the development of suitable training curricula and 

addressing related policy issues.  

 

 


