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ICGEB actions are aligned to the General Assembly
resollltlon A/73/L.80 of 8 April 2019 on the Buenos
document of the second High-level United
ference on South-South Cooperation and offer
olutions to its calls with regards to scientific
cooperation.

Asan intergovernmental Organisation in which the great majority of Member States are countries
of the Global South, ICGEB implements South-South cooperation in all of its actions, promoting
scientific cooperation, capacity building and technology transfer.

The Centre offers a modern model for cooperative action, complementary to the traditional
relations between donors in the Global North and recipients i the Global South and delivers
biotech solutions aligned to real needs. Triangular partners, such as the Government of Italy,
provide expertise and funding.

How does ICGEB foster South-South Cooperation?

- Promoting biotech solutions for major
societal problems adapted to local needs,
from health, toagriculture and clean energy.

Awarding ~ Fellowships ~ through  which
young students and researchers from the
Global South are able to gain greater access
to top scientific institutions, to obtain a
PhD, or to carry out short- or long-term
Postdoctoral studies in research institutes in
any ICGEB Member State.

ICGEB FellowshipProgramme- Developing

the scientific communi

+ during the last 3 years, ICGEB has provided
support for 956 fellowships

+ an award suiccess rate of approx. 14% indicates

thatthere isstilla huge, unmet demand for this

type of training

high commitment to gender equality. Women

account forapprox. 60% ofall successful fellows

under the ICGEB Fellowship Programmes in

Trieste, taly.ICGEB encourages gender equality

within South-South cooperation, and - the

promotion of women in science

Organising and funding Meetings and
Courses in the South. For more than 30
years, ICGEB has been organising courses all
over the world on topics in the Life Sciences
that are of particular relevance to specific
geographical locations. These meetings
provide direct visibility to institutions in the
South, through presentation of their science
to a wider audience, by hosting the meetings,
and having top international scientists as
speakers. During the last 5 years, ICGEB has
organised 152 meetings in countries of the
South, comprising over 4500 participants.

Providing Grants. Direct funding to
researchers in ICGEB Member States
constitutes one of ICGEBs  flagship
programmes. Early Career Retum Grants,
which support young scientists to return
to their home countries after successful
periods of research abroad, are extremely
popularand a very effective means of brain-
drain reversal.

An ICGEB success story:
PhD student in the Venturi lab in Trieste, 2006-10,
Dr. Zulma Rocio Suarez-Moreno published 4 firs,
and 2 co-author papers in high-mpact journals on
quorum sensing signals and bacterial plant disease
d\.mng this time. Following postdoc studies at the
Medicine and Dentistry at New Jersey,
she reum B Ce R A VIS
at the Biotech Institute, Universidad Nacional in
collaboration with Biocultivos SA. In 2014 shejoined
Universidad de La Sabana as Assistant Professor and
‘moved to a Biotech Company. Now Director of R&D
at Empresa Colombiana de Productos Veterinarios
VECOL SA, Bogota, she is also Ambassador to
Colombia for the American Soety for Microbiology.
She attends interational meetings and trains at
Cold Spring Harbor and other research institutes
and has presented Seminars in Trieste on career
development and transitioning from  academic
research to working in a biotech company. ICGEB
had an enormous impact on my career; it provided

an intemational environment rich i experimental
skils and ideas, training in leadership and diplomacy
of science through lie testimonials of young scientists
and experienced researchers. My collaborations have
developed through the ICGEB network, following the
nules ofrespect and excellence learned n Trieste”

+ Transferring Technology to the South to
develop local industry production. ICGEB,
facilitates accessible, adaptableandaffordable
technology transfer for the Global South. It
has developed a large portfolio of biosimilar
drugs, which can be transferred directly to
academic and industrial partners within its
constituency. Products range from  long-
lasting insulin, through to human growth
hormone, and various forms of interferon.
Since 2010, 51 transfers have taken place to
companies in the South, where 39 products
and technologies are now on the market.

+ Establishment of Regional Research

Centres. Creating regional hubs for science,
technology and innovation in the South,
promotes cross-border and  interregional
coordination and collaboration as well as
regionally tailored research in Life Sciences
to assist developing countries in building
human and institutional capacity. ICGEB
is finalising the opening of RRCs in China,
Panama and Sri Lanka.
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« Providing Technical Assistance (TA) i
the development and implementation of
biosafety regulatory systems. As a scientific
reference point for Parties that have ratified
the Convention on Biological Diversity, and in
particular the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety
concemning the transboundary movement of
genetically modified organisms (GMOs), the
ICGEB has been providing TA to countries for

il

- Through Science diplomacy. ICGEB
is a global actor in science diplomacy.
Joint “scientific projects across countries are
instrumental to build trustand foster dialogue
mongst  nations. Through  international,
scientific  collaborations ~ between  Member
and Non-Member States, ICGEB can impact
on strengthening diplomatic relations and
contribute to peace and security.

over 20 years. ICGEB TA is for the
establishment of national biosafety regulatory
frameworks and officesin the Global South, and
in the development of related administrative
and technical procedures.

Technical Assistance ranges from  drafting
legislation, regulations and guidance documents
to organising in-country mentored fora in which
GMO regulators are trained in model approaches
and tools in the regulation of GMOs, and are
assistedintailoring thesetonational circumstances
Bilateral _exchanges are organised _between
novice GMO regulators in the Global South with
experienced GMO regulators to ensure that the
support provided remains pertinent and based on
current international approaches.

A portfolio of online eLearning biosafety modules
(https:/showcase-icgeb eleamingit/indexhtmi) is
being adopted by the African Union Development
Agency, and used by African regulatory offices/
National Competent Authorities (NCAs) across the
continent, available for adoption by regulatory
authorities, product developers and universities in

developing countries.

A shining example of Science Diplomacy is the
recently-established ~ collaboration ~ between
Ethiopia and Eritrea that is being spearheaded
by ICGEB. The project aims to create a domestic
pool of experts in Science, Technology and
innovation in the Horn of Africa.

In the long term, this will inspire future
domestic and regional research  leadership,
create employment, establish a network of
highly qualified researchers, and, ultimately,
contribute to strengthen the peace declaration
between Ethiopia and Eritrea signed in 2018,
and increase the wellbeing and security of the
population at large.
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International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

Science, Technology and Innovation
South - South Cooperation
Our Member States: | ’ -

Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Céte D'lvoire, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador,
Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Hungary, India, Iran,Irag, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Libya,
Malaysia, Mauritius, Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Namibia, Nigeria, North Macedonia, Pakistan,
Panama, Peru, Qatar, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela, Vietnam, Zimbabwe

CONTACT S

ICGEB - External Relations 1
AAREA Science Park - Padriciano, 99 - 34149 Tfiestx ITALY
Tel.: +39-040-3757216 | Fax: +39-040-2265!
Email: governance@icgeb.org
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