
 
 

 

 

1 

 
 

 ICGEB-IUIS-ALAI-ASCAI2  
 

Immuno-Argentina 2020 
  

“Immunological Memory in Infection and 
Vaccination: Current Knowledge and Future 

Directions”  
 

September 22-25, 2020 
UTHGRA Hotel, Los Cocos 

Córdoba, Argentina 

 



 
 

 

 

2 

 
 

Welcome! 
 
Dear colleagues and friends, 
 
After the great success of the first edition, we are pleased to announce the Second ARGENTINEAN 
SPRING COURSE IN ADVANCED IMMUNOLOGY that will be held in Córdoba (Argentina) September 
22rd-25th, 2020. For this occasion, ASCAI2 will receive the support of the Education Committee of the 
International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS), the International Centre for Genetic 
Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB Meetings and Courses Programme), the International Union of 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (IUBMB Advanced School) and the Asociación Latinoamericana 
de Inmunología (ALAI). 
 
This Second Edition is focused on “Immunological Memory in Infection and Vaccination: Current 
Knowledge and Future Directions”. The activities have been organized to cover the requirements of 
an Advanced Course valid for PhD programs as well as for scientists interested in the topic. 
 
We greatly value the effort of all the lecturers that have confirmed their participation, taking time off 
from their busy schedule to join us in Los Cocos, Córdoba Province, Argentina. We have top scientists 
from Argentina, Australia, Brazil, England, Germany, Sweden, United States of America and Canada 
that will share their knowledge and expertise with the participants. We appreciate their commitment 
to foster Immunology knowledge of young students and local researchers.  
 
We are aware that for many of the attendees, the participation in this course may represent an 
important effort considering the distances, course duration, language, etc. Therefore, we have been 
working hard to develop a Scientific Program of excellence that will provide the outstanding 
opportunity to learn essential aspects of the field of Immunological Memory in the context of 
infection and vaccination.  
 
We will continue over the next months with the organization of the ASCAI2. We will do our best to 
achieve the best academic level and a rich and warm scientific atmosphere. We will be happy to host 
participants coming from Argentina, Latin America and the rest of the world. Our highest priority was 
to seek financial support to cover not only the course costs but also travel grants for students. We are 
grateful to the generosity of IUIS, ICGEB and IUBMB that have made this possible. In line with other 
IUIS courses, this course will be very interactive with lots of opportunities for networking. 
 
We are greatly committed to gender equality and promote equal representation of women and men 
among lecturers and the students attending to ASCAI. We are confident that IUIS-ALAI-ASCAI2 
Immuno-Argentina 2020 will fulfill your expectations and be very stimulating for sharing data, 
generate ideas and foster collaborations. 
 
See you soon in Córdoba!!  

 
 
The Organizing Committee   
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Organizing Institutions 
 Escuela de Posgrado, Facultad de Ciencias Químicas, Universidad Nacional de 

Córdoba.  
Posgraduate School, School of Chemical Sciences, National University of Cordoba 
 

 Centro de Investigaciones en Bioquímica Clínica e Inmunología (CIBICI), Consejo 
Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Tecnológicas (CONICET) 
Center for Research in Clinical Biochemistry and Immunology (CIBICI), National 
Council for Scientific and Technological Research (CONICET). 
 

 Education Committee, International Union of Immunological Societes (IUIS) 
 

 Asociación Latinoamericana de Inmunología (ALAI) 
 

 Sociedad Argentina de Inmunología (SAI) 
 
 

Haya de la Torre y Medina Allende, Ciudad Universitaria 
X5000HUA - Córdoba – Republica Argentina 
TEL: ++5353850 y 5353851  
Web: http://www.fcq.unc.edu.ar 

 

Funding bodies: 

 International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB Meetings 
and Courses Programme)  

 International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS) 

 Latin American Association of Immunology (ALAI) 

 International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (IUBMB Advanced 
School) 

 
Contact 

 ascai2cordoba2020@gmail.com 

 https://www.facebook.com/ASCAI2  

 Instagram: ASCAI2 

 Twitter: @ascai2020 

http://www.fcq.unc.edu.ar/cibici
mailto:ascai2cordoba2020@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ASCAI2
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Introducing Córdoba 
 

It is located 700 kilometers northwest of Buenos Aires, in 

almost the geographical center of Argentina, in an area of 

great natural beauty and a modern city with a fascinating 

past. Córdoba city, capital of Cordoba province, was 

founded in 1573 and is the second largest city in Argentina 

(1.4 million inhabitants). It is the capital of one of the 

country's most densely populated and wealthiest provinces, 

with a lively student population and buzzing atmosphere. It 

lies on the Río Suquía, extending over a wide valley, with 

the hills visible to the west. The city has been an important 

trade center since the area was colonized in the 16th 

century, and retains an unusually fine set of colonial 

buildings at its heart, the astonishing Manzana Jesuítica 

(Jesuit Block), complete with its temple still intact. Córdoba 

is known by many as La Docta because of its many 

universities and science institutes. It is the seat of the first 

university in the country (which celebrated its 400th 

anniversary in 2013) and currently has six universities. 

Around 200,000 people study here, which makes the city's 

population one of the youngest and liveliest in South 

America. There is much cultural and night life, primarily in 

the downtown area (centro) and the neighborhoods of Güemes, Nueva Córdoba, Cerro de las Rosas and Alta 

Córdoba. Córdoba is a very important industrial center, the home of Argentina’s motor industry and a busy 

modern city with a flourishing shopping centre. 

Córdoba has an entirely different character from Buenos Aires. The sparky Cordobeses are known for their wit, 

warm character, and are understandably proud of their city's history. The Jesuits established the country's 

oldest university here in the 17th century, with a centre of learning funded by estancias all over the province. 

These magnificent estancias, tucked away in the Sierras Chicas (Small Hills), are the main tourist attraction and 

best visited by car, while the 

mountains themselves are best 

explored on horseback or doing 

hiking.  

Cordobeses are renowned 

throughout the country for their 

sharp sense of humor, defiant 

attitude and a lilting accent that 

other regions delight in imitating. 

However, along with their strong 

sense of civic pride, their warm 

welcome makes Córdoba one of 

the most hospitable areas in the 

country.  



 
 

 

 

5 

 

Around Córdoba City 

The Sierras de Córdoba, the hill district west of the city, is the second most popular tourist destination of 

Argentina after the Atlantic Coast. The nearest resorts are only 20 km (12 mi) of the Circunvalación ring road. 

The Sierras have vegetation with dense bushland and some small woods. There are many small canyons and 

several reservoirs and rivers with pleasant swimming. 

 

Punilla Valley 

The Punilla valley is situated about 25 km west of Córdoba. In the valley you will find mountainous rocky 

villages like Bialet Massé and Villa Giardino with picturesque sights, small rivulets, waterfalls and rivers, 

environmentally-friendly people and pure air. There are also some larger towns like Villa Carlos Paz and La 

Falda which can get very crowded in summer holidays in January and February. There are many hotels, hostels, 

cottages and camping sites. The way to the valley is sinuous and surrounded by Sierras Chicas and Sierras 

Grandes with their naturally beautiful landscapes very attractive for tourists. 

One important place to visit is the Cosquín's famous folklore music festival, which is held every year in January 

and attracts the country's best musicians and budding talent. North in the Punilla Valley, and perhaps the most 

attractive towns in this whole area, La Cumbre and Los Cocos sit at the highest point of the Punilla Valley at 

1141 m. They were founded by the British engineers and workers who built the railway here in 1900 and who 

have given the place its distinctive flavour, with trees lining the 

avenues in the attractive residential area to the east of town, 

where you'll find the best hotels. Further east you'll find lots of 

craftsmen selling their wares, particularly in the summer 

months. These friendly little towns still feels authentic and La 

Cumbre downtown bustles busily just before midday. There 

are some classy shops, as well as lots of places to eat and a 

couple of tea rooms selling superb cakes. For the more 

adventurous, there's excellent paragliding nearby in Cuchi 

Corral southwest of the town. There are also plenty of places 

to walk in the mountains, with access from residential areas 

Cruz Chica and Cruz Grande.  

As a visitor to Argentina, you might not have noticed the 

national obsession with alfajores, the soft cakey biscuits made 

of a double layer of corn flour sponge, and sandwiched with 

dulce de leche.  

Near Los Cocos, Capilla del Monte is a quiet town and not 

wildly appealing, but it does offer a base for good trekking and 

paragliding, and for exploring nearby rock formations. The 

landscapes are hilly and scrubby, with places rather 

reminiscent of the lunar landscapes. The town is overlooked by dramatic Cerro Uritorco, 1979 m high, which 

you can climb. UFO-spotters flock to the amazing landscape of Quebrada de la Luna, Los Terrones and Parque 

Natural Ongamira, where there are curious rock formations. 

 

Other valleys and destinations 

The Calamuchita Valley is located south-west of Córdoba. There, you find the attractive German-styled town of 

Villa General Belgrano and nearby Santa Rosa de Calamuchita with a good river beach. Other towns are La 

Cumbrecita, Los Reartes and Yacanto near the Champaquí Mountain, the highest of the Sierras. 
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The Traslasierra Valley is 120 km / 74 mi west of the city. On the way to the valley, you can visit the highland 

plains and the deep gorges of the Quebrada del Condorito national park, located near the Altas Cumbres road 

between Carlos Paz and Mina Clavero. It has few services, but very pleasant sceneries, with superb views of 

the whole surroundings of Córdoba and condor watching. 

Traslasierra Valley will engage the visitor in a wonderful experience. It is located in the middle of the vast 

valley. Surrounded by mountains, it will offer a spectacular view of its natural landscape. The abundant flora 

contrasts with the arid stony mountains, providing an extraordinary panoramic view. Most towns offer river 

beaches and entertainment areas that you can enjoy after a walk. The favourable climate and fresh air will be 

a temptation to leave the pollution and traffic of the big city.  

Jesús María 50 km on the way north is an attractive little town. There you can visit a Jesuit Museum inside an 

baroque estancia. The picturesque and green suburb of Colonia Caroya is known for its local food. 

The Sierras Chicas district begins in Villa Allende, a pleasant suburb with 30,000 inhabitants located 

inmediately north-west of Córdoba. Other large towns of this part of the metro area are Río Ceballos, Unquillo 

and La Calera. In Río Ceballos, you can swim in the La Quebrada Lake and trek to a little waterfall, the Cascada 

de los Hornillos. Unquillo is famous for being home of many artists. 

Alta Gracia, 30 km south-west, on the road to Calamuchita valley. The 50.000-inhabitant town hosts a baroque 

Jesuit estancia, located very beautifully near an artificial lake, and a Che Guevara museum. Nearby there are 

pleasant little towns like Anizacate and La Serranita with river beaches. 

 

Course/Symposium Venue 
 

The symposium/course takes place at 

the UTHGRA hotel at Los Cocos town 

(Province of Córdoba, see below). The 

UTGHRA hotel is owned by a culinary 

worker’s union labor with guest rooms 

that offer complete comfort and 

modern decor in an elegant 

atmosphere, with a bucolic countryside 

view of Sierras Chicas hills.  

The hotel is located in the foothills of 

Sierras Chicas hills, with many 

recreation and entertainment facilities, 

such as a restaurant, bar, playroom, 

outdoor swimming pool, minigolf course, tennis and paddle court and a soccer field. A big and beautiful 

garden surrounds the hotel. Free onsite parking is available. Nearby there is a casino and a main golf course. 

The hotel is near Los Terrones Natural Park and Reserve (Córdoba's Valley of the Moon) and the Quebrada de 

los Cóndores National Park; so many outdoors activities are available in the area. 
 

September is one of the best months to visit Córdoba. The climate is pleasant with average temperatures 

around 23/10⁰C (73.4/50⁰F) and little rain. For your stay in Cordoba hills, you may want to bring warmer 

clothing as temperatures are lower during the nights. 
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Course Description 
 
Immunological memory is the hallmark of the immune system. This fundamental property of the immune 
system is the basis for vaccination, and the goal of a successful vaccine is to induce long-term protective 
immunity.  
This course will focus on integrating current knowledge concerning the cellular and molecular protagonists 
involved in the induction of long-term immunity. The program includes topics such as the characterization of 
memory NK, B and T cells, in mice and human, and their role in mediating protection against infections and 
upon vaccination. Particular emphasis will be placed on the therapeutic and pathogenic roles of the different 
subsets during chronic infection and the basis of vaccine designs. The course is also aimed at fostering 
multidisciplinary collaborations and scientific and student exchanges. 
 
Intended Participants - This course is open to talented graduate students enrolled in academic PhD programs 
as well as to young postdocs and scientists, engaged in research in the areas of fundamental, applied and 
clinical immunology. Students, postdocs and scientists from all over Latin America are encouraged to 
participate. Applicants from ICGEB member countries are also eligible. The candidates should have sufficient 
scientific background and comprehension of English to benefit maximally. 
 
Participants must send a CV/resume and a letter of motivation explaining why they should participate in this 
course and how it will help their work and studies. A selection of a maximum of 50 students will be performed 
based on academic and scientific qualifications. 
 
Before the course starts, selected students must complete a pre-course of basic immunology that will be 
posted online in Immunopaedia. 
 
The organizers aim to ensure benefits for the participants in this course, and therefore:  

 The course will be held in a relaxed and intimate venue and the size of the meeting will be kept small 
to facilitate maximal interactions. 

 Invited speakers will present late-breaking science while participants will be able to discuss their 
research in poster formats. 

 A research project writing exercise will be part of the interactive program. 

 Recreational experiences, social hours and free time will be available to promote interactions and 
forge collaborations. 
 

The course is open only to the selected students. All lodging expenses and travel costs of the students 
attending the course will be covered by the organization. 
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Organizing Committee 
 
 
Local Organizers 

 
Dr Eva Acosta Rodriguez (eacosta@fcq.unc.edu.ar) is a Biochemist with a PhD in 
Immunology from the Universidad Nacional de Córdoba (UNC). She is  a Professor of 
Immunology at the School of Chemical Sciences-UNCand an Independent Researcher of 
CONICET (Council for Scientific and Technological Research). 
Her group investigates the mechanisms involved in the development of effector and 
regulatory immune responses during infections. Using T. cruzi as an experimental 
infection model, Dr Acosta studies basic immune mechanisms involved in protective 
and pathogenic responses. At present, she is expanding her scientific interests to other 
models of chronic diseases such as cancer and autoimmunity.  
 

 
 Dr M. Carolina Amezcua Vesely (caro.amezcua@yale.edu) is a Biochemist with a PhD in 
Immunology from the Universidad Nacional de Córdoba (UNC).  She is an Assistant 
Professor of Immunology at the School of Chemical Sciences-UNC and an Assistant 
Researcher of CONICET (Council for Scientific and Technological Research). 
Dr Amezcua has recently returned to Argentina to start her own laboratory. Before this, 
she held an Associate Research Assistant Position at Yale School of Medicine, in the 
laboratory of Dr Richard Flavell. Dr Amezcua main interest is to understand the biology 
and role during infection of tissue resident memory CD4+ T cells that are originated 
after Th17 immune responses. 

 
 
Dr Adriana Gruppi (agruppi@fcq.unc.edu.ar) is a Biochemist with PhD in Immunology 
from the Universidad Nacional de Córdoba (UNC). She is a Professor of Immunology at 
the School of Chemical Sciences-UNC and a Superior Researcher of CONICET (Council 
for Scientific and Technological Research).  
Her research program is focused on B cell immunity. Dr Gruppi has made significant 
contributions to the field of B cell response in non-infection conditions as well as in 
Trypanosoma cruzi infection. She identified molecules involved in B cell survival and 
differentiation. Nowadays, her lab members are characterizing the antibody-
independent role that B cells play in T. cruzi infection and autoimmunity. 
 
 
Dr Carolina L. Montes (cmontes@fcq.unc.edu.ar)is a Biochemist with a PhD in 
Immunology from the Universidad Nacional de Córdoba (UNC). She is a Professor of 
Immunology at the School of Chemical Sciences-UNC and an Independent Researcher of 
CONICET (Council for Scientific and Technological Research). 
Dr Montes´s research is focused on the study of the immune response mediated by 
tumor induced dysfunctional T cells, such as senescence and exhausted T cells. 
Moreover, her research lab evaluates the potential of these cells to act as modulator of 
other cell populations, using murine models of melanoma and breast cancer as well as 
tumor samples from patients with breast cancer. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:eacosta@fcq.unc.edu.ar
mailto:caro.amezcua@yale.edu
mailto:agruppi@fcq.unc.edu.ar
mailto:eacosta@fcq.unc.edu.ar
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IUIS Education Committee members 
 

 
Dr Clive Gray (clive.gray@uct.ac.za) is Professor of Immunology & Chair and Head, 
Division of Immunology, Institute of Infectious Disease and Molecular Medicine and 
Department of Pathology, University of Cape Town. He is the Vice-Chair of the 
Education Committee of the IUIS. 
His research interests revolve around investigating immune regulation,  
dysregulation and biological risk for HIV infection in different scenarios. 
 
 
 
 
Dr Dieter Kabelitz (Dietrich.Kabelitz@uksh.de) is the former director of the 
Institute of Immunology at the University of Kiel, Germany. He is now a senior 
researcher in the same department. He is the Chair of the Education Committee of 
the IUIS 

The focus of his scientific interest is the characterization of human  T cells and 
their role in immune defense against infection and cancer. 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr Michelle Letarte (michelle.letarte@sickkids.ca) is Professor Emerita at the 
University of Toronto and the  Past-Chair of the IUIS-EDU Committee.  
Dr Letarte’s main scientific objectives are to understand the function of endoglin, a 
co-receptor of the TGF-beta superfamily, and to characterize the endothelial cell 
pathways altered in Hereditary hemorrhagic telangiectasia (HHT).  
 
 
 

  

mailto:clive.gray@uct.ac.za
mailto:Dietrich.Kabelitz@uksh.de
mailto:michelle.letarte@sickkids.ca
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Faculty Members/Speakers 
 

Dr Vladimir Badovinac (vladimir-badovinac@uiowa.edu) 
Department of Pathology, University of Iowa Health Care, USA. 
Position: Associate Professor of Pathology. Associate Professor of Microbiology and 
Immunology. 
 
Research expertise: Dr Badovinac’s long-term interest lies in elucidating the 
mechanisms that govern CD8 T cell responses after infection and/or immunization. 
We are interested in exploring the pathways that are involved in Ag-specific CD8 T 
cell homeostasis in vivo and exploring how the manipulation of these pathways can 
be used to facilitate the generation and maintenance of productive memory CD8 T 
cell responses in health and disease. 

 
 

Dr Oscar Burrone (burrone@icgeb.org) 
International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Trieste, Italy. 
Position: Group Leader,Molecular Immunology. 
 
Research expertise: Dr Burrone’s research interests focus in two major areas: 
immunology (a) and virology (b). a) Includes protein engineering of antibody 
molecules, structural and functional aspects of IgE and its receptors, DNA based 
vaccines for tumour immunotherapy and receptors of dendritic cells. b) Includes 
the molecular biology of rotavirus replication and the role of non-structural 
proteins in virus morphogenesis. 

 
 

Dr Mercedes Fuertes  (merfuer@gmail.com)  
IByME-CONICET, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Positions: Researcher from CONICET, Assistant Professor, School of Medicine. 
Universidad Favaloro.  
 
Research Expertise: Dr Fuertes’ laboratory is focused on the study of different 
factors that regulate the activity of innate immunity cells known as natural killer 
(NK) cells in different physiopathological situations. This interest originates in the 
fact that NK cells are essential players during immunity against viruses and tumors, 

and in shifting the adaptive immune response towards a Th1/pro-inflammatory profile. Our studies have 
translational implications because with the knowledge that we intend to generate, we aspire to contribute to 
the development and optimization of therapeutic strategies for patients with cancer and pathologies with 
immunological background through the manipulation of the biological activity of NK cells. 
 

 
Prof. Dr. Ralf Küppers (Kueppers@uk-essen.de) 
Institute of Cell Biology (Cancer Research), Faculty of Medicine, University of 
Duisburg-Essen, Germany 
Position: Professor (C4) in Molecular Genetics. 
 
Research expertise: B lymphocytes are the white blood cells responsible for the 
production of antibodies and therefore play a central role in immune responses to 
infectious agents, e.g. Bacteria and viruses. Such immune responses usually take 
place in specific structures, the germinal centers, in lymph nodes and other organs 
of the immune system. In the context of such immune responses, long-lived 

mailto:Kueppers@uk-essen.de
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memory B cells are formed which protect the body against disease on renewed contact with the same 
pathogen ("immunity"). Dr Küppers lab is currently investigating which subpopulations of memory B cells exist, 
what their specific functions are, and how the populations of memory B cells make up the size and diversity of 
clones. Dr Kuppers works in the investigation of B cell development and differentiation in the human, 
particularly in human memory B cells. And also, in the biology of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) infection of B cells 
and EBV-associated diseases and pathogenesis of human B cell lymphomas, in particular Hodgkin's lymphoma. 
 

 
Dr Michelle Linterman (Michelle.Linterman@babraham.ac.uk) 
Babraham Institute, Cambridge, United Kingdom. 
Position: Group Leader 
 
Research expertise: Dr Linterman’s research interest is focused on understanding 
the cellular and molecular changes that occur in T cells with age that contribute to 
the age-dependent decline in the germinal centre response. Germinal centres are 
sites within tissues such as the tonsils, spleen and lymph nodes where B cells 
proliferate and differentiate during a normal immune response to an infection. 

Because of the central role of the germinal centre in generating immunological memory, a potent germinal 
centre response is critical for a successful response to vaccination. With advancing age, the size of the 
germinal centre response and the efficacy of vaccination diminish, and T cells are one of the primary 
contributors to this decline. 
 

 
Dr Laura Mackay  (lkmackay@unimelb.edu.au.)  
Doherty Institute, Australia. 
Positions: Laboratory Head and senior lecturer at the University of Melbourne. 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) – Gates International Scholar, Adjunct 
Appointment at the A*STAR Singapore Immunology Network. 
 
Research expertise: Dr Mackay is currently studying cellular immune responses, 
with a focus on the genes and signals that control resident memory T cell 
differentiation, with a view to harness these cells to develop new treatments 
against infection, cancer, and autoimmune disease. 

 
 
Dr Belkys Maletto (belkys@fcq.unc.edu.ar) 
CIBICI-CONICET, Universidad Nacional de Córdoba, Argentina 
Positions: Researcher from CONICET – Argentina, Professor at the School of 
Chemical Sciences, Universidad Nacional de Cordoba.  

 
Research expertise: Dr Maletto is investigating memory humoral and cellular 
immune responses generated by vaccines, with a special focus on the role of novel 
nanomaterial-based adjuvants.  

 
 

 
Dr Hanne Ostergaard (hosterga@ualberta.ca)   
Department of Medical Microbiology & Immunology, Faculty of Medicine and 
Dentistry,University of Alberta, Canada. 
Positions: Professor, Assoc Dean Research/Graduate Program, IUIS-EDUcommittee 
member.  
 

mailto:lkmackay@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:belkys@fcq.unc.edu.ar
mailto:hosterga@ualberta.ca
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Research expertise: Dr Ostergaard’s research interests include: Mechanisms of cytotoxic T lymphocyte (CTL) 
killing, Regulation of CTL cytoskeletal rearrangements, CTL responses to cancer, Contribution of the tyrosine 
kinases Pyk2 to CTL migration and killing, Role of the cytoskeletal adaptor proteins paxillin and leupaxin to 
leukocyte adhesion and migration. 
 
 

Dr Marina Sandra Palermo (marinasandrapalermo@gmail.com) 
mspalermo@hematologia.anm.edu.ar 
Instituto de Medicina Experimental (IMEX)-CONICET- Academia Nacional de 
Medicina, Buenos Aires. 
Position: Superior Researcher of CONICET (Council for Scientific and Technological 
Research). 
  
Research Expertise: Dr Palermo’s laboratory is focused on the study of two major 
aspects of Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome (HUS): 1) the influence of the inflammatory 
response during infections with Shiga toxin-producing E. coli in the evolution 

towards HUS; and 2) the humoral response as a protective mechanism against successive infections. 
Particularly and based on this physiological protective response, her group works on the development of 
preventive or therapeutic treatments against HUS. 
 
 

Dr Fatima Ribeiro Dias (fatimardias@gmail.com) 
Instituto de Patologia Tropical e Saúde Pública, Universidade Federal de Goiás, 
Goiânia, Goiás, Brazil. 
Positions: Full Professor. Group Leader. 
 
Research expertise: Dr Dias does research in Immunology, Parasitology and Cell 
Biology, focusing on Innate Immunity.  Her current project is “Exploring the role of IL-
32 in control and pathogenesis of Leishmania sp infections”. 

 
 

Dr Jose Ronnie de Vasconcelos (jrcvasconcelos@unifesp.br) 

Universidade Federal de São Paulo (UNIFESP), Brazil.  
Position: Professor, Chair of the Biosciences Department, UNIFESP. 
  
Research expertise: The overall goal of Dr Vanconcelos’ laboratory is to study 
immunological mechanisms involved in the induction, survival and migration of 
CD8+ cells generated by experimental heterologous prime-boost specific for T. 
cruzi infection. 
 

 
Dr Andrea J. Sant (andrea_sant@urmc.rochester.edu) 
Positions: Professor in the DH Smith Center for Vaccine Biology and Immunology and 
the Department of Microbiology and Immunology and the University of Rochester in 
Rochester, NY, USA. 
 
Research Expertises: Dr Sant’s laboratory seeks to understand the elements in vivo that 
dictate the selective specificities in CD4 T cells during protective immune responses to 
pathogens and vaccines and the competitive events in vivo that shape selective 
recognition of epitopes by CD4 T cells. Our research focuses on CD4 T cell responses to 

influenza infection and vaccination, using both animal models and human studies, with particular interest in the 
role that memory CD4 T cells play in human vaccine responses and protective immunity to both seasonal and 
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potentially pandemic influenza strains of influenza. We comprehensively analyze human CD4 T cells established 
by infection and vaccination with regard to both specificity and functional potential and are intrigued by the 
possible links between influenza antigen specificity, immune history and effector function of CD4 T cells.  
 

 
Dr Tim Sparwasser (sparwasser@uni-mainz.de) 
Institute for Medical Microbiology and Hygiene (IMMH), University Mainz, 
Germany. 
Position: Professor, Chair of the Biosciences Department, IUIS-EDU committee 
member 
 
Research expertise: Vaccination is the most effective method of countering infectious 
diseases and a major success of medical research. Although there are already highly 
effective vaccines against many pathogens, each year millions of people die from 

infections of the respiratory and gastrointestinal tract, tuberculosis, malaria and AIDS, where there has been 
so far a lack of suitable vaccination strategies. A major focus of our lab is to study how different infections 
impact on the function of specific immune cells and how these cells can be efficiently targeted to improve the 
outcome of vaccinations. 
 

 
Dr Thomas F. Tedder (thomas.tedder@duke.edu)  
School of Medicine, Duke University, Department of Immunology, Durham, NC, 
USA 
Positions: Alter E. Geller Distinguished Professor for Research in Immunology, 
Professor in the Department of Pediatrics, Professor of Immunology, Basic Science 
Dept.  
 

 
 
Research expertise: Current studies in Dr Tedder’s group are focused on identifying 

the molecular and cellular mechanisms by which B cells regulate T cell function and autoimmunity, with a 
particular emphasis on the regulatory B cell subset (B10 cells) that controls immune and inflammatory 
responses through their production of IL-10, a potent negative regulatory cytokine. Current studies also focus 
on identifying the molecular and cellular mechanisms by which CD19, CD20 and CD22 monoclonal antibody 
immunotherapies are effective for treating B cell malignancies and autoimmunity, with translational studies 
pursuing the development of molecular and cellular therapies for human disease. 

 
 

  

mailto:thomas.tedder@duke.edu
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Scientific Program 
 
Day 1: 22nd September 
  
8:30 Wellcome 
  
09:00 – 09:45    Thomas Tedder 

Department of Immunology, Duke University Medical Center, Durham, NC, USA. 
  

B cells and immunological memory 
 
 
09:45 – 10:30  Ralf Kuppers 

Institute of Cell Biology (Cancer Research). Faculty of Medicine, University of Duisburg-Essen, 
Germany 

 
Human B cell memory 
 

 
10:30 – 11:00 COFFEE BREAK 
 
11:00 – 11:45    Michelle Lintermann 

Cambridge Immunology Network, University of Cambridge, UK 
 

T follicular helper cells and the germinal centre response 
 
 
11:45 – 13:00 Morning topic discussions  
 
13:00 – 14:30 Casual lunch with speakers (Students will be accommodated on tables with one speaker to 
discuss specific topics according to his/her scientific interests. Everyday the students will have to select a 
different expert to have lunch) 
  
14:45 – 15:30  Hanne Ostergaard 

Department of Medical Microbiology & Immunology, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada  
 

     Workshop of soft skills: strategies for PhD project writing 
 
 
15:30 – 17:30 Set up of groups and selection of topics for PhD Project writing moderated by Dr Michelle 
Letarte 
 
17:30 – 19:30  Poster Session: Drinks and lite bites will be served in the poster area. 
 
20:00  Dinner and Welcome Party 
 
 
Day 2: 23rd September 
  
8:30 – 09:15   Laura Mackay 

Doherty Institute, Melbourne, Australia 
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Genes and signals that control resident memory T cell differentiation 

  
  
09:15 – 10:00 Carolina Amezcua Vesely  

Department of Immunobiology, School of Medicine, Yale University, New Haven, CT, USA. 
(Currently CIBICI – CONICET, Cordoba, Argentina) 

  
Origin, function and maintenance of tissue resident CD4+ T cells 

 
10:00 – 10:30 COFFEE BREAK 
 
10:30 – 11:45 Morning topic discussions (probably with another activity) 
 
12:00 – 13:00  Short walking tour with all the participants 
 
13:30 – 15:00 Casual lunch with speakers. 
 
 
15:00 – 15:45 Tim Sparwasser  

Institute for Medical Microbiology and Hygiene (IMMH), Mainz University, Germany 
 

Metabolic checkpoints and T cell fate 
 

 
15:45 – 16:30    Vladimir Badovinac  

Department of Pathology. University of Iowa Health Care, Iowa, USA. 
 

CD8+ T cell memory 
 
 
16:30 – 17:45 Project writing training supervised by Dr Michelle Letarte and organizers 
 
18:00 – 20:00  Poster Session: Drinks and lite bites will be served in the poster area. 
 
20:30  Dinner  
 
 
 
Day 3: 24th September 
  
9:00 – 09:45      Andrea Sant 

University of Rochester Medical School 
David H. Smith Center for Vaccine Biology and Immunology 

       
CD4 T cell responses to influenza virus infection and vaccines 

 
 
09:45 -10:30    Fatima Ribeiro Dias 

Instituto de Patologia Tropical e Saúde Pública, Universidade Federal de Goiás, Goiânia, Goiás, 
Brazil. 

 
 Trained innate immunity 
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10:30 – 11:00 COFFEE BREAK 
 
11:00 – 12:15 Morning topic discussions  
 
12:30 – 14:00 Casual lunch with speakers 
 
14:00 – 14:45 Mercedes Fuertes 
     IBYME – CONICET, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
 
     Natural killer cell memory 
 
 
14:45 – 15.30 Dieter Kabelitz 

Department of Immunology, University Medical Center Schleswig-Holstein, Kiel, Germany. 
 
     Functional Plasticity of γδT cells 
 
 
15.30 – 16:45 Project writing training supervised by Dr Michelle Letarte and organizers 
 
17:00 – 19:00  Poster Session: Drinks and lite bites will be served in the poster area. 
 
20:00  Dinner  
 
  
Day 4: 25th September 
  
 
9:00 – 09:45 Oscar Burrone 

ICGEB, Trieste, Italy. 
 
Antigen selection for the design of vaccine: DNA vaccines against viruses. 

 
09:45 -10:30 Belkys Maletto 

 CIBICI – CONICET, Cordoba, Argentina 
 
 Nanoformulation of the vaccine components: implication for development of T cell memory.  

 
10:30 – 11:00 COFFEE BREAK 
 
11:00 – 12:15 Morning topic discussions  
 
12:30 – 14:00 Casual lunch with speakers  
 
14:00 – 14:45 Marina Palermo  

Academia Nacional de Medicina – CABA, Argentina 
Antigen selection and vaccine formulation to confer protection against Hemolytic Uremic 
Syndrome (HUS) 

 
14:45 – 15:30  José Ronnie de Vasconcelos  
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Departamento de Microbiologia, Imunologia e Parasitologia. Universidad Federal de Sao Paulo, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 

 
Study of the immune mechanisms generated by different immunization protocols using 
Trypanosoma cruzi genes 

 
 
15:30 – 16:45 Lecture to be determined 
 
17:00 – 19:00  Project Presentation coordinated by Dr Michelle Letarte 
 
20:00  Dinner – Farewell Party 
 
 
Day 5: 26th September 
 
Departure 
 


